Business Growth Barometer Survey
Results & Quarterly Update
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Q2 2026 Investor Growth Barometer Survey Results

The Traverse Connect Quarterly Growth Barometer provides a concise update on strategic initiatives, our
economic development on behalf of public-sector partners, key political advocacy updates, and metrics
detailing the regional business sentiment, outlook, and current challenges.
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Q2 2026 Traverse Connect Update

DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES

e Traverse Connect hosted the Michigan State Housing Development Authority (MSHDA) for its annual board
of directors retreat in Traverse City, April 15-16. The agenda included analysis of state and regional housing
market trends, updated state planning, legislative strategy, and a tour of recent housing projects in the
Grand Traverse area that can serve as positive examples for other regions of the state to follow.

e The Grand Traverse Area Manufacturing Council and Traverse Connect presented the annual Northern
Michigan Manufacturing Summit in April, with a very robust agenda covering the manufacturing industry
impacts of technology, policy, and workforce development. The event was well attended with over 200
participants, a significant increase from our first year partnering with GTAMC on the summit.

e Traverse Connect partnered with the Traverse Area Human Resources Association to hold the Summer
Spark Intern Event on June 3. The free event was open to seasonal employees, interns (paid and unpaid),
visitors to the region, and local employers looking to network with talented young professionals. The goal
is to encourage connections and networking and to educate interns on the opportunities to either stay
within the region long-term or relocating here in the future.

e The Northern Michigan Chamber Alliance hosted a Data Center Discussion, “Understanding and Planning
for Communities,” in June with over 75 local elected officials. The program provided an opportunity for
county and township officials to learn about data centers and their impacts, and to ask questions of
panelists and experts from utilities, environmental groups, and industry leaders. A full recording of the
sessions and presentation material is available on the Northern Michigan Chamber Alliance website.

POLITICAL ADVOCACY ISSUES

e In May, Traverse Connect conducted a structured two-part federal engagement day anchored by the
NorthSky Consortium Drone initiative. The first session brought together senior U.S. Coast Guard leaders,
Michigan National Guard leadership, and regional innovation partners for an in-depth briefing and strategic
alignment meeting. The second session transitioned to Discovery Pier, where the federal officials and
regional consortium partners participated in a formal roundtable briefing with U.S. Senator Elissa Slotkin.
The day concluded with a hard-hat tour of the under-construction Freshwater Research and Innovation
Center on Grand Traverse Bay. The engagement was designed to present Northern Michigan as a dual-
use uncrewed systems ecosystem capable of serving simultaneous federal defense, homeland security,
and commercial objectives and to build the relationships to secure formal federal designations, Coast
Guard investment, and legislative support for the growing uncrewed aerial and marine drone industries.

e The Northern Michigan Chamber Alliance successfully advocated for two impactful pieces of legislation
that were passed by the legislature in June. The first permanently enshrines the MI Tri-Share Child Care
program into state law. This workforce development initiative debuted in 2021, offering a three-way split
with the state, employer, and worker to cover childcare costs. Secondly, a bill that amends the Brownfield
Redevelopment Financing Act to modify and expand Transformational Brownfield Plans, increasing the
total program tax capture cap from $1.6 billion to $3.5 billion to support transformational, large-scale
redevelopment projects (such as the redevelopment of the Village at Grand Traverse Commons).

BY THE NUMBERS
For the second quarter, Traverse Connect’s business engagement included 148 direct business referrals and
welcomed 33 new member companies. We conducted over 375 business outreach and retention visits and
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc40dOKKOjT6ZPx-_Gzgzh3uu7HU0OvmXTC3klILwJcdn-PmA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc40dOKKOjT6ZPx-_Gzgzh3uu7HU0OvmXTC3klILwJcdn-PmA/viewform
https://upnorthlive.com/news/local/northern-michigan-chamber-alliance-forum-addresses-concerns-about-data-centers-impacts-of-data-centers-gaylord-otsego-county
https://www.nmchamberalliance.com/news/data-centers-101-a-primer-for-state-local-government-officials/

FRIDAY, JULY 24

MONDAY, AUGUST 10

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

MONDAY NOVEMBER 9

RESHORE: BRIDGING MICHIGA
LEGACY TO THE FUTURE OF MOBILI
LOCATION | HAGERTY CENTER
GATHERING, PANEL & DISCUSSION

MEMBER BENEFITS WORKSHOP

LOCATION | TRAVERSE CONNECT
ENGAGEMENT WITH TRAVERSE CONNECT

ANNUAL GOLF OUTING
LOCATION | CRYSTAL MOUNTAIN
GOLF & NETWORKING

COFFEE CONNECTION: GOVERNMENT
LOCATION | DISCOVERY PIER
NETWORKING & SPEAKERS

GTAMC RECEPTION & FUNDRAISING AUCTION:
BENEFITTING NORTH ED CAREER TECH ENGINEERING
ACADEMY

LOCATION | SHORTS BREWING CO.

GATHERING & NETWORKING

ANNUAL ECONOMIC SUMMIT
LOCATION | GRAND TRAVERSE RESORT
SHOWCASE & NETWORKING

Help your business shine by sponsoring events with Traverse Connect


https://business.traverseconnect.com/events/details/annual-economic-summit-2026-6836
https://business.traverseconnect.com/events/details/reshore-2026-bridging-michigan-s-manufacturing-legacy-to-the-future-of-mobility-6869
https://business.traverseconnect.com/events/details/gtamc-reception-fundraising-auction-benefitting-north-ed-career-tech-engineering-academy-6907
https://business.traverseconnect.com/events/details/coffee-connection-government-6871
https://business.traverseconnect.com/events/details/traverse-connect-golf-outing-2026-6838
https://business.traverseconnect.com/events/details/member-benefits-workshop-08-10-2026-6872
https://business.traverseconnect.com/events/details/member-benefits-workshop-08-10-2026-6872
https://business.traverseconnect.com/events/details/member-benefits-workshop-08-10-2026-6872

	2026 Business Growth Barometer Cover Graphics-1-Cover.pdf
	Q2 Growth Barometer Quarterly Accomplishments DRAFT.pdf
	SaveTheDate_June_2026.pdf

