THE ADVANCED AERIAL MOBILITY (AAM)
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THE VISION

INDUSTRY IN NORTHERN MICHIGAN

Establish northern Michigan as a national hub for commercial drone innovation and workforce development.

UNIQUE ADVANTAGES

* FAA-certified Uncrewed Aerial Systems (UAS)
training at Northwestern Michigan College (NMC)

» Access to restricted airspace, BVLOS corridors,
and diverse testing environments

* Emerging startup ecosystem for advanced aerial

KEY OPPORTUNITIES

* Rural Applications: Remote package delivery
(pharmaceuticals, food, retail)

* Infrastructure Monitoring: Roads, utilities,
telecom, oil & gas

* Maritime Uses: Public safety, shore-to-ship

mobility logistics, defense, bathymetric mapping
» Agriculture: Vineyards, orchards, natural
resource management

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
* Expansion of NMC’s FAA Part 107 program to BVLOS FAA Part 108
* 3-4x growth in student enrollment projected within 5 years

ECONOMIC IMPACT
+ Creation and retention of high-paying jobs in Michigan
» Collaboration opportunities with the U.S. Coast Guard Airstation, law enforcement, and private developers

RECENT MILESTONES

Advanced Aerial Mobility Activation Award (July 2024):
Grant from Michigan Dept. of Transportation, Office of Future Mobility and Electrification,
and Michigan Economic Development Corporation to pilot drone technology use cases.

Key Projects (Spring/Summer 2025):
1. Rural Healthcare Delivery:
o Partners: Munson Healthcare, DroneUp, blueflite, CMU’s Rural Health Equity Institute
o Goal: Faster, efficient medical deliveries to rural areas, improving healthcare access
2. Freshwater Research & Innovation Center:
o Partners: Discovery Center & Pier, NMC, U.S. Coast Guard, blueflite
o Focus: Water sampling, bathymetric mapping, emergency response simulations

THE FUTURE OF DRONE SKYWAYS

Vision: Safe, regulated “airspace highways” for commercial drones to deliver goods and essentials.

Goals: Challenges:

* Advance social equity through * Public acceptance and
rural access regulation enforcement

* Support economic growth and * Development of digital
environmental protection infrastructure and strategic

» Position Michigan as a global partnerships
leader in advanced aerial mobility

Why It Matters:

 Unlocks the $9.4 billion U.S.
drone market by 2030

* Enhances supply chain
resilience, public safety, and
environmental sustainability

CONTACT: Camille Hoisington - Dir. of Ecosystem Development, Traverse Connect | camille.hoisington@traverseconnect.com | 347.841.2324
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THE ADVANCED AERIAL MOBILITY (AAM)

INDUSTRY IN NORTHERN MICHIGAN

DO YOU HAVE A DRONE TECHNOLOGY THAT YOU WANT TO RESEARCH, TEST OR PILOT?

Come to northern Michigan to test your innovative technology in our region.

ARE YOU LOOKING TO EXPAND YOUR BUSINESS TO A STATE DRIVING MANUFACTURING,

MOBILITY AND AVIATION INNOVATION?

Come to Traverse City, located in northern Lower Michigan.

THE GRAND TRAVERSE REGION

The Grand Traverse region has the perfect mix of low-density
air, land, and maritime terrain for early use case companies to
get FAA approvals, demonstrate viability, train and upskill the
workforce, and scale to more densely populated areas.

STARTUP ECOSYSTEM

The region boasts a nationally-recognized innovation and
startup community, highlighted by the regional innovation hub,
20Fathoms, TCNewTech pitch competitions, a regional investor
network, and a BlueTech innovation hub coming in 2027.

UAS EDUCATION & TRAINING

Northwestern Michigan College offers a post-secondary UAS
degree and cetrtification program, the first FAA UAS-CT]
program in Michigan.
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Traverse City is four hours from Detroit and five hours
from Chicago by car. Traverse City's Cherry Capital
Airport offers 20 nonstop flights to Chicago, Detroit,
Minneapolis—Saint Paul, Denver, Dallas-Fort Worth,
Houston, Atlanta, Charlotte, Washington D.C., Newark,
New Haven, Philadelphia, New York, Boston, and more.

BVLOS CORRIDOR: CAMP GRAYLING JOINT MANEUVER TRAINING CENTER (MICHIGAN
NATIONAL GUARD) TO NORTHWESTERN MICHIGAN COLLEGE YUBA AIRFIELD

Michigan is developing Beyond Visual Line of Sight (BVLOS) corridors to establish early AAM infrastructure.
The Michigan Uncrewed Triple Challenge route connects Camp Grayling to Alpena. The second BVLOS
Corridor in northern Michigan is proposed to connect Camp Grayling to Traverse City and nearby Yuba Airfield.
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CONTACT: Camille Hoisington - Dir. of Ecosystem Development, Traverse Connect | camille.hoisington@traverseconnect.com | 347.841.2324
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